
The Craftster Mod Squad presents...  

 
In January 2011, the Moderator team at Craftster, better known as the Craftster Mod Squad, 
put on their thinking caps (adorned with embellishments, of course!).  Using anecdotal 
evidence from a community of 225,000 crafters, and analyzing data and trends from the 
collective 1.3 million visitors a month to the Craftster.org website, the Craftster Mod Squad 
unearthed the hottest indie craft trend predictions for 2011. If you want to know nifty factoids 
like where crafters love to dwell online, and what handmade gifts will be high in supply in 
2011... read on! 

Keep it crafty, 
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Most Inspiring Muses from Pop Culture 

Think Lady Gaga and Katy Perry rule pop culture?  Well... the Craftster Mod Squad predicts a 

few more inspiring muses to take center stage in 2011. 
2011 film releases like the new CGI version of The Smurfs, the dark 

and sexy re-imagining of Red Riding Hood and continued fan 

favorites Harry Potter and Twilight are predicted to be the top 

influencers on the crafterΩs imagination.  These films are inspiring 

with their magical and romantic fantasy narratives that propel dark 

and whimsical twists on reality, and breathe life into mythical creatures like werewolves, 

vampires and zombies. 

/ƻƴŀƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ also hit a crafty nerve by featuring craft projects 

during commercial breaks on his new TBS show and the Team Coco 

blog.   His most well known crafty stint, which was made by a 

Craftster member --- the amigurimi blimp!  The Craftster Mod Squad 

predicts that Conan and his hilarious antics will be the subject of 

more crafting projects in 2011.  

Top 10 Things Crafters Love To Do Online 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Blogging 

 Interacting with Facebook Fan Pages 

 Maintaining Etsy Shop 

 Making use of Etsy 3rd Party Apps 

 Playing along with interactive online content like craft challenges 

 Reading online content like free patterns, tutorials and project instructions 

 Responding to online journal prompts 

 Sharing personal crafting-related photos 

 Social bookmarking 

 Using applications to run credit cards at craft fairs 
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2011 Crafting Trends 
Crafting in General 

The demand for eco-minded craft supplies like naturally-sourced woods, recycled resin and 

metal, beeswax, and affordable natural and organic 

fabrics (in bold colors and prints - of course!) will 

increase in 2011. For crafters with a green thumb, 

reconstruction and upcycling are general crafting and 

do-it-yourself project trends that will continue to grow in 2011.   

The Craftster Mod Squad predicts the following items will serve a new purpose this year: 

Altoid tins, bicycle parts, cardboard from cereal boxes, glass bottles, 

magazines, metal scraps, mirrors, neckties, novels and kidsΩ books, old 

photographs and images, pins, plastic bags, scarves, sweaters, T-

shirts, vintage clothes, vintage jewelry, wools... 

As a result of the diverse composition of online crafting communities, the Mod Squad predicts 

ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎǊŀŦǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ blend ethnic styles typified in material and color. 

Other trends for crafting in general include the use of design elements and techniques from 

steampunk, vintage, Victorian, fantasy, western, tribal and stylized floral.  

Colors 

The Craftster Mod Squad predicts that colors from nature will be the trendiest shades in 2011.  

This includes bright jewel tones like honeysuckle pink, rich yellow, fuchsia, deep red, plum 

purple, teal, and earthy tones like grey, dusty browns, natural greens and blues. 
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Fashion 

If Craftster were to have a 2011 runway show, the Mod Squad predicts fabric combinations like 

lace and flannel would adorn the models, as well as shorter hemlines, lots of layers, and 

clothing with advanced details like creative and structural 

pleating, smocking, pleasant finishes and detailed 

embellishments. The Craftster Mod Squad predicts the top 

fashion style of 2011 is one that mixes the мфплΩǎ and мфтлΩǎ 

with modern finishes and techniques! 

Leggings continue to warm legs of 

the fashion forward in 2011. 

Expect bolder prints, colors and 

textures as leggings are predicted 

to become ŀƴ ƻǳǘŦƛǘΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ 

piece. 

For fashion designers, their 2011 look books will include more symmetrical designs and vintage 

patterns.  The types of fabrics crafters want to work with the most include comfort fabrics, 

high contrast prints and stretch knits.   

There is a sense of frugalness in the air, and so many crafters will turn to their local thrift shop 

to reclaim fabric from old curtains, sheets and clothing. 

In the world of jewelry making, material imitations using clay, fused 

plastic and resin are predicted to be popular in 2011.  We may also see 

the millefiore technique making a comeback! 

Expensive designer jewelry and handbags are far out of reach for the 

average crafter. However, in 2011 these items will become more accessible as crafters create 

similar pieces using affordable materials. 

http://www.craftster.org/forum/index.php?topic=367610
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Sewing, Embroidery and Quilting 

In 2011, newer techniques like stitching on mixed media and 

free form stitching will grow in popularity as advanced 

needlework artisans look to take their craft to the next level. 

The Craftster Mod Squad also predicts embroiderers will take 

advantage of more in-the-hoop designs and a spike in the 

creation and use of vintage embroidery transfers.  

Quilters will increase the use of non-traditional 

embellishments and will leave us in awe with detailed art quilts, a popular activity especially 

amongst hip crafters.  

Knitting and Crochet 

In 2011, the types of yarn knit and crochet artisans will prefer are super 

soft acrylics, wool and natural yarns.  The Craftster Mod Squad predicts 

crochet techniques, such as using a double-ended hook and crochet-

cables, will be trendy.  Cabled knits are predicted to be a hot knitting 

technique in 2011.  And, if you were concerned that you would see less 

aƳƛƎǳǊƛƳƛ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜΦ  Amigurimi patterns are predicted to have a high demand in 

2011. 

Paper Crafting 

Using layers, ephemera and inking edges to give paper and embellishments 

an aged and antique look is a hot ǘǊŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛƴ нлммΦ  The 

Craftster Mod Squad foresees a strong growth in the creation and use of 

digital scrapbooking image sheets. 
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Baking and Cooking 

The Craftster Mod Squad says fondant and decorating gels will take the 

cake in 2011, so to speak, for cookie, cupcake and cake decorators. 

Decorators will continue to advance their craft by producing highly realistic 

details and representations out of edible products.  

On the cooking side of things, the demand for 

locally grown food, gluten-free food and organic food and the 

adoption of cooking with fresh, seasonal foods will all lead to 

healthier crafters in 2011.  

Look out for some funky stuff on the grill, as people will push the limits and try their hand at 

grilling a wider variety of foods. 

Handmade Gifts 

 The Craftster Mod Squad predicts personalized, one of a 

kind items will be the go-to gifts for crafters to make 

family and friends in 2011.  Accessories for gadgets like 

cameras, phones, MP3 players, iPads, Android Tablets and 

Kindles are popular gifts for the tech-savvy crowd.   

For the practical crafter, reusable 

gifts such as quilts and small wearables like scarves, wrist warmers and 

hats are sensible gift options that can last a lifetime.  

For the advanced crafter, giving a gift basket with  handmade goodies 

like washcloths, potholders, cleaning supplies, food, candles, soaps, and beauty supplies is an 

enjoyable gift that is met with open arms. 


